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Choose an innovation and use this template to analyze its impact on society. 
Use the prompts to guide your thinking. Fill in the blank subtopic symbols 
and add more to record facts and your opinions.
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/wordlists/2462318
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Assumption, miracle, happening, natural event, assertion, affirmation, 
judgment, statement, theme, meme, culture, attitude, mannerism, 
orientation, position, perspective, persuasion, visión

HELP Innovation:I.
The extraterrestrials might well be charmed by the elephant's trunk and impressed 
by the giraffe's neck, but it is humans that they would single out. —K.L.



https://www.scientificamerican.com/magazine/sa/2018/09-01/
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Population size. Our numbers are out of kilter with global patterns for
vertebrate populations. 
There are several orders of magnitude more humans than expected for a
mammal of our size.
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/profiles/A0FNYC2JRITPRE

CAS Implications1.
Complex Adaptive Systems / Collision Avoidance Skills

Ecological range. a.
Our species distribution is extraordinary. Humans have colonized virtually every
region of the terrestrial globe.

Environmental regulation.b.
Humans control vast and diverse flows of energy and matter on unprecedented
scales.

FMEA Factors2.



Global impact. a.
Human activities threaten and are driving extinct unmatched numbers of species 
while eliciting strong evolutionary change across the biosphere.

Cognition, communication and intelligence. b.
Experiments demonstrate superior performance by humans across diverse tests
of learning and cognition. 
Human language is infinitely flexible, unlike the communication of other
animals.

Knowledge acquisition and sharing. 3.
Humans acquire, share and store information on never-
before-seen scales 
and build on their pooled cultural knowledge cumulatively 
from generation to generation.

Technology. a.
Humans invent and mass-produce infinitely more complex and diverse artifacts
than other animals.
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-very-human-story-why-our-
species-is-special/


